Devotees post their own versions of favorite shows
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ATLANTA—Finally, after four seasons of outsmarting thieves, killers and schemers around the world, Laura Holt and Remington Steele marry.

Fans of the romantically charged ‘80s TV series “Remington Steele” wanted this but not that way.

That had hoped the gutsy female private eye and her suave Irish sidekick would profess their hidden love.  Instead, the crime-fighting couple married so Steele wouldn’t be deported.

I can do better, thought Debra Talley, 49, of Decatur.

Talley is among the legions of men and women who manipulate the lives of TV characters through fan fiction.  It’s written by devotees of television shows, movies, comic books and other forms of media and is shared and critiqued on the Web.

Holt and Steele are up to the usual hijinks in Talley’s stories, but are very much in love.

In “Steele Worm as Toast,” Steele and the pregnant Holt are supposed to be dining out with her mother.  But when he enters their apartment, he finds meatloaf in the oven.

“Laura, are you going to tell me what’s going on, or am I going to have to call your mother and ask her?” Steele asks.

“I just decided I didn’t want to share you tonight,” she explained.  “After all, how many times will we celebrate our six-month anniversary?”

He doesn’t seem to mind.  Remington pulled Laura close for another series of kisses.  “Mmmm. …You just keep things simmering in there. …”

“I cared about the characters and they aroused my curiosity,” said Talley, a retired teacher.  “That curiosity was what inspired me to take a pen in hand and become better acquainted with the characters.

Fan fiction’s modern roots are found with dismayed “Star Trek” fans who sought further adventures in strange new worlds after the show was cancelled.  But in the past decade, thanks to the internet, fan fiction has rocketed in popularity and expanded to include sitcoms, soap operas and reality TV.

“It’s growing at a rate that can’t be socialized.  There’s so many different groups in so many parts of the country.  There are hundreds of thousands if not millions of these Web sites out there devoted to fan fiction,” says Henry Jenkins, director of comparative media studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He wrote “Textual Poachers,” which explores fan fiction.

A spot-check on fanfiction.net shows that the most stories posted based on TV shows belong to “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” with 12,971; “The X-Files” with 3,717; and “Star Trek: Voyager” with 2,671.

The stories are only as limited as the writer’s imagination.

From “Frasier” fan fiction writers:

Have Niles & Daphne loved before? Read on.

Frasier’s brother, Niles, learns Daphne’s psychic abilities are genuine.

Life in the chaotic Frasier Crane house from Eddie’s point of view. (Eddie’s a dog.)

A “Frasier”/ “Friends” crossover—Ross seeks help from a Seattle shrink.

It’s not uncommon to find modern-day characters set in the past, the future, or in outerspace.

A popular form of fan fiction is slash, in which cast members are remolded so that same-sex characters are romantically or sexually involved.  Of particular prominence are story lines depicting “Star Trek’s Captain Kirk and Spock as lovers.

The quality of the stories range from the you-can’t-stop-reading-them kind to the downright embarrassing. 

The story from “I Love Lucy” received mixed reviews from fellow readers (text taken verbatim from Web site):

Ricky is at his club singing and I’m bored to death!  To bad Ethel and Fred are at the movies.  I wish Ricky would take me out to the movies.  I can’t believe Ethel got Fred to pay for the movies.  Wait!  What’s that!  I thought the door just opened, maybe Ricky is home early.

“Hey honey!” Wait that’s Ricky!  Hey let go of me!”

“Your coming with me!”

Who is that?  “Stop it RICKY, RICKY!”

LATER

“Where are we?”  Where am I?

“Georgia.  I’ll be right back.  I got to make a phone call.”  Oh dear, if I’m in here too long, I’m going to need to buy hair dye!  And when I’m in the newspaper I want my hair to look good.  I can see it now, “MRS. RICKY R KIDNAPPED AND FOUND ALIVE.  WITHOUT RED HAIR.”

Some writers fall into fan fiction because they love the characters.  Others say they were born to write and fan fiction is a guaranteed way to find an audience.

Nancy Thysell, 53, of Lilburn, Ga., considers herself a hybrid.

She says she can’t remember a time when she wasn’t working on a story or book.  Then in the ‘70s she grew particularly attached to the action show “Emergency!” She wrote a script for the show but it never went anywhere.

She began writing “Emergency!” fan fiction soon after she rediscovered the series on cable’s TV Land.

“I even have my own groupies,” Thysell said.  “I’ve learned that I can put people on the edge of their seats and leave them on cliffhangers and wanting more.”

In a story titled “Dog Day Afternoon,” we learn that firefighter-paramedic Johnny has a way with females of all species.  Johnny and his partner are checking apartments for occupants while other firefighters battle the blaze.

“…There was no response, but Johnny was sure he had heard something…He felt the door for heat and steeling himself briefly and wielding his forcible entry tool, he broke the door open.  Visibility was non-existent in the smoke-filled apartment.”

“…Leaning down he searched under the bed with his flashlight.  Suddenly, the light caught two red-glowing orbs.  It startled Johnny at first but then he relaxed when he realized it was a poodle.”

He rescued Princess.  But Thysell, who works for a non-profit group typesetting page design, uses that only as the setup for the story, which involves a rescue of the dog’s owner in another setting.

There’s no money to be made in fan fiction.

In fact, Web sites can expect to be shut down by studio big-wigs if a writer is profiting from fan fiction.  Some companies are generous, monitoring sites to discover fan leanings, but others have shut them down because the characters or settings were deemed violations of intellectual property.

The rewards, fan fiction writers say, are the opportunities to express a creative side and make like-minded friends.

Talley befriended a fellow “Remington Steele” fan fiction writer and the two later traveled to Ireland together and visited Ashford Castle, where Laura Holt and Remington Steele honeymooned.

Thysell has made friends from Ohio to Australia and tries to do lunch or take in a show when they come through Atlanta.  “It has opened up my social circle.”

